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Speakers Bureau

Campaign Background and General Policies

CFC is managed as a service to Federal employees under a 1961 Executive Order of the President of the United States. It provides Federal employees a once-a-year charitable solicitation which is diverse, fairly managed and efficient. Our first obligation is to these employees, whether or not these actions meet the needs of participating charities or federations.

SPEAKING & FAIR ENGAGEMENTS

1.) All speaking and fair engagements in Federal workplaces must be scheduled by the respective campaign offices through the Central Texas CFC office at cfc@unitedwaycapitalarea.org. Should a Federal agency contact you directly to schedule an event of any kind, we ask you not to accept, but to refer the caller to the CFC office. Most Federal agency chairpersons attend training sessions each year where this point is stressed. Your compliance with this request will help alleviate any scheduling conflicts between the CFC Loaned Executive and the Federal agencies they serve.

2.) Unfortunately, we cannot promise that your organization will receive funds in the upcoming campaign, as all funds received during the campaign are based entirely on individual donor designations. In the same manner, we cannot promise that your organization will be requested to speak. Our first obligation is to meet the needs of Federal employees, as stated by their campaign Chairpersons. We will, however, make every attempt to provide you an opportunity to speak.
3.) If your agency is requested to speak at a kick off, group meeting or other campaign-related event, the CFC office will contact you with the request, and if you agree, we will provide an emailed confirmation to you and the Federal agency contact beforehand. The confirmation provides at a minimum, the address, time, and contact information for that agency.

4.) Before you speak at a Federal workplace, we encourage you to check the confirmation email regarding how much time you will have; last-minute changes or any other details to be assured you have all the information. It is also a good idea to confirm parking and room locations. If you are speaking at a non-traditional time and have concerns about security, arrange to have someone meet you in the parking lot. The Federal agencies that you visit and the CFC Loaned Executives are more than happy to accommodate this request. Be sure to give yourself enough time before a meeting to find parking and negotiate security requirements. Never hesitate to call the CFC office with any questions you may have.

5.) When you speak, inform your audience that you are there to talk about your agency and to ask for support for the entire list of agencies involved in the combined campaign i.e., the benefits of giving through CFC. Note: you may not make a direct “ask” for your organization. You are the lucky representative who is there to speak on behalf of all the agencies listed in the campaign brochure. Most often, there is only one agency representative scheduled to speak. In the event of multiple speakers, please strive to coordinate with the other people so as to minimize the perception of “competition”.

6.) You may inform the group that you have brochures, but you may only pass them out if a federal employee requests one. You are not permitted to leave brochures behind for an employee to pass out. Do not ask a campaign leader to pitch your agency—they are responsible for supporting the entire campaign, not a particular agency within it. This ensures the fairest possible campaign for all CFC charitable organizations. 

7.) Out of fairness to the Federal employees, the CFC office, and other willing charity participants please be on time and call the CFC office or the Federal agency contact on your emailed confirmation in advance if you are running late. We understand last minute conflicts can arise but as a courtesy to all parties involved if there are more than three incidents of lateness, no-shows, etc. we will no longer ask for your participation in events.
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